64          '           OUT IN THE COLD.

glass.   First, Nelly felt fear at seeing .a
face looking in at her.

11.  But she soon knew who it was. aOh
Mercy/' cried Nelly, " how long you have
been!   What have  you' been  at?   And
why did you come back this way ? "

12.  " Get into bed again, there's a dear,"
said Mercy, " and I will tell you all about
it."   Nelly kept awake to listen, as Mercy
told her the story.

13.  And she could not help clapping
her hands to  think  of how  snug   poor
old Brownie was now.    Mercy knelt down
to say her prayers  before  she  got into
bed.

14.  She felt very thankful that she had
been able to do one kindness to a creature
like that ass which onge stood in the stall
beside the "new-born King."

15.  Next morning, as soon as the house
was tidy, Mercy ran out to see the donkey.
More snow had fallen in the night, and had
filled up all her footmarks, so that she might
have thought it all a dream.

16.  But just as she reached the pigsty
she heard a loud bray, which was Brownie's